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Stewart's atom makes no pretence to account for the spectral
evidence; but it seems to fit the chemical evidence as a whole
better than any of the others. On the principles of pure
Newtonian dynamics it is an unstable system,1 but on the same
assumption the Rutherford nucleus itself could hardly be
capable of permanent existence.
From the foregoing it will be seen that up to the present
no model atom has been devised which is capable of accounting
for all the phenomena which a correct model atom should ex-
press. Possibly from a fusion of some of the above ideas with
new material a satisfactory model may be devised in future.
1 Jackson, Phil. Mag., 1919, 38, 256.